.{68      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGK
Carthage, ami before the end of the year the full power of the African Church was bent on the destruction of the heresy.1
Some time before the end of 416 a provisional synod met at Carthage. Augustine read the letters from the Kast to the sixty-nine bishops, and it was decided to anathematise Pelagius and Cu-Iest'ius, and request the bishop of Rome to join with them in the anathema. The same decisions were reached at the Numidian synod (at Milcve) of sixty-one bishops. Both the letters sent to Pope Innocent in the name of these synods were written by Augustine, and in a third tetter he and Aurelius (of Carthage), Alypius, Kvodivts, and Possidhis, made a more personal appeal to the bishop of Rome. The points of the charge against Pelagius ,tre not new, but there are one or two incidental features of interest. In the first place, Augustine expresses in the third letter an apprehension of certain practical consequences from the Pelagian ideas. One is tempted to think that the clergy must have perceived, with some
1 The ;u'tu tit the nyitutl ut Diusjmlr. trjrhc*! Augmtmr alHuit thr crul ul 41 f> or thr iK-^iuuttig ui 41*;, vvhrn he mntr hi'< \vnrk On the I*i'Ot'etilwgJ oj Pdagiui. Ftirgcttidg hh jmni-i Umt thai I'cUgtu-; hail been 'currectrtl," lie iunv wrote that hr tluukftl (kill hi-. Mj^tii'inu1-were conHmwl—-that Pelitgiu*. luul tlei-ei^e-it thr hhhrtj^.